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1. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



r— I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
□ SendKd SSSSSt ^report and/or^ sheets containing rectifications madebefore this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



. sheets. 



3 . This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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05 September 2003 (05.09.2003) 


Date of completion of this report 

27 May 2004 (27.05.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 


Authorized officer 
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Internat SJif^pplication No. 

PCT/JP2003/002743 



I. Basis of the report 



I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 



□ 



pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



I | the claims: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



_ , as originally filed 

as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
. , filed with the demand 



□ 



m9 filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



m , as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item ^ language m wmch 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

|_J the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the international 
! preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: application, uie international 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



5. □ Ii!LT t K rt j?- aS i been csta £" shed ^ jf (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
j ■— ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** ">««>e° 

* ^^^nnfT^^^ fi ^ hed t0 the receiv J ng 0jSftce ln res P onse to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and 70. 17) oH8fmAly filed md are not annexed t0 rtpm since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

\**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 



1-12 YES 



Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-12 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims j. 12 YES 

Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 10-284343, A (Mitsubishi Materials Corp.), 23 October, 1998 (23 10 98) 
Document 2: JP, 10-64331, A (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.), 6 March, 1998 (06.03.98) 
Document 3: JP, 10-316901, A (Toyoda Gosei Co., Ltd.), 2 December, 1998 (02 12 98) 
Document 4: JP, 2002-25337, A (TDK Corp.), 25 January, 2002 (25.01.02) 

Document 5: JP, 10-321460, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.), 4 December, 1998 (04.12.98) 
Claims 1-12 

Document 1 (particularly, refer to the claims, [0004], [0025]-[0027], [003 1], Fig. 1) cited in the ISR 
describes a laminate-type electronic part wherein (1) a first external electrode and a second external electrode 
have a resin electrode layer made of a conductive resin having a thermosetting resin and conductive particles 
(metal powder) as principal components, (2) the said conductive particles are 60-90 wt% content of the 
conductive resin, and (3) each of the first and second external electrodes has (a) a metal electrode layer (formed 
by sintering a paste containing Ag, Pd and Pt) provided between the resin electrode layer and the dielectric part 
(b) a Ni-plate layer provided on the outer surface of the resin electrode layer, and (c) a Sn-plate layer provided ' 
on the outer side of the Ni-plate layer. ' 

Document 2 (particularly, refer to the claims, [0012]-[0018]) cited in the ISR describes a conductive 
paste made by (1) using two kinds of conductive particle having specific aspect ratios (i.e., a conductive powder 
(tree-branch-like Ag) of average particle diameter of 25 urn or less and of an aspect ratio of 5 or more, and a 
amorphous conductive powder (Ag, including spherical particles) of average particle diameter of 3-20 urn and 
of an aspect ratio of 3 or less) and (2) setting the weight ratio of the two powders at 95-40 to 5-60. 

Document 3 (particularly, refer to the claims, [0030], Fig. 1) cited in the ISR describes a conductive paint 
that consists of metal fibers of diameter of 1-20 urn, a metal filler (Ag, including spherical particles), and a 
Jinder. 

Document 4 (particularly, refer to [0011]-[0013]) cited in the ISR describes that needle-shaped 
conductive particles of length of 30 um that consist of silver are used in a conductive paste for external 
electrodes of an electronic part J 

Document 5 (particularly, refer to [0009]) newly cited describes that, in a laminate-type electronic part 
having a conductive resin layer, a conductive resin electrode layer composed of a powder of spherical metal 
particles of diameter of 5-1 5 jxm and a thermosetting resin has a high resistance value. 

Accordingly, the subject matters of claims 1-12 do not appear to involve an inventive step. 
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